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Book about fetal development highlights 

dignity of the human person

 CNS PHOTO | LOLA GOMEZ 

Young people from South Korea pray during Communion at Pope 

Francis’ closing Mass for World Youth Day at Tejo Park in Lisbon, 

Portugal, Aug. 6, 2023. 

BY TANYA CONNOR | THE CATHOLIC FREE PRESS

Home-schooled students stood with adults on the sidewalk 

in Webster Jan. 19, waving their hands and respect life signs at 

motorists, and receiving several supportive beeps of the horn. 
They had just 
attended Mass 
across the street 

at their parish, 

Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Their 
prayer and pub-

lic witness were 

ways of being in 

solidarity with 

people who were 

participating in 

the March for Life 

in Washington, 

D.C., that day.
The previous 

night, other stu-

dents and adults 

attended Mass 
at St. Paul Cathe-

dral in Worcester, 

before boarding buses for the march. 

“It’s really cool to see everyone in the same place, all for the 

same cause,” Lillian Evans, a ninth-grader from Trivium School in 

Lancaster, said as she waited for Mass to begin at St. Paul’s. 

“And it’s such a great cause,” added her classmate, Theresa 

Rame.
“We’re here to protect the unborn – always,” explained another 

classmate, Elizabeth Guinee.

The march is an annual response to the Roe v. Wade U.S. 

Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion, which was over-

BY ANDRÉS HENRÍQUEZ 

(CNA) – “Love is the primary 

reason for the existence of the 

Church,” Pope Francis begins the 

letter accompanying the new edi-

tion of YouCat, the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church written for 

adolescents and young people. 

The full text was published Mon-

day by the Italian newspaper La 

Stampa and is titled “The Password 

for Joy,” which, according to the 

pope, is found precisely within the 

catechism. 
The pope explains that this 

“love” of which he speaks is pri-

marily the love that God the Father 

revealed to the world through 

Jesus.  

However, he also points out that 

there is another love that comes 

from each person: the love that 

believers, in turn, profess for Jesus 

Christ. 
“He is the center of our heart. 

How, in fact, can we not have feel-

ings of true affection toward him 

who has made us partakers of a 

love, that of the Father, a love about 

which it is impossible to imagine a 

greater one?” the pope wrote in his 

letter. “The believer is, therefore, 

always in love with Jesus.” 

The pontiff also noted that it 

is the duty of “adults in faith” to 

make Jesus Christ known to those 

who have not yet had the oppor-

tunity. This encounter, the Holy 

Father said, must be proposed 

through the catechism, which 

reveals the love that Catholics feel 

for the Lord. 
“This beautiful book that you 

now have in your hands has its 

origin precisely in such a love: the 

love for Jesus that we believers 

hold within us,” he said. 

Regarding the importance of the 

catechism for young people, Pope 

Francis recalled his predecessor, 

Pope Benedict XVI, who wrote in 

the preface to the first edition of 

YouCat: “This book is compelling 

because it speaks to us of our very 

destiny and therefore concerns 

each of us intimately. Because of 

SEE YOUCAT, 6
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Catholic schools plan Open Houses. 

See announcements for details. 
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MARCH FOR LIFE
BY TANYA CONNOR | THE CATHOLIC FREE PRESS

Life in the womb, described with won-

der by a developing baby and illustrated 

with Scripture and watercolor paint-

ings, is the subject of a book started 

years ago.
Prayers, experiences and ministry 

helped form this work titled, In My Moth-

er’s Womb, published by Our Sunday 

Visitor last November.

One of the authors is Christine 

Schroeder, a member of Immaculate 

Heart of Mary Parish in Winchendon. 

When she and her husband, Stephen, 

belonged to St. Patrick Parish in Jaf-

frey, New Hampshire, where the book 

took shape, they had connections in the 

Worcester Diocese, as did other authors 

Mary Roma and Susan J. Bellavance. 

Another author is Father Bill Des-

champs, 81, pastor of St. Patrick’s and 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Green-

ville, New Hampshire. At his birth, he and his mother nearly died, he said. She had one other living child 

and lost five to miscarriage. After 20 years in the United States Air Force and getting involved in church 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTINE SCHROEDER 

Father Bill Deschamps gives Christine Schroeder, center, copies 

of In My Mother’s Womb for Visitation House. With them is Mary 

Roma. 

Pilgrims travel 
to D.C., others stand in 

solidarity at home

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRAD SJOSTEN

Marchers gather outside of the United States Supreme Court building in Washington D.C., during the 51st annual 

March for Life on Jan. 19

‘Our kindness will communicate as much 

as our presence. ... We’re praying that more people 

will come to see [the gift of human life].’

Father Adam Reid
Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Webster

TAYNA CONNOR | CFP

In solidarity with people marching for life in Washington, 

D.C., on Jan. 19, students and adults hold a respect life public 

witness across from Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Webster. 
SEE BOOK, 6

SEE MARCH, 7

PHOTO COURTESY OF FERNANDA CALIX

From left, Tommy Lamar, Michael Haroutunian, 

Lexi Joseph and Mark Ruddat smile in the 

crowd during the March for Life, Jan. 19 in 

Washington D.C.

OUR MISSION. 
Our primary mission is to 
inform Catholics in the 
Diocese of Worcester about 
what is happening in the 
Church at the parish,  
diocesan, state, national  
and international levels. 

OUR VOICE. 
Part of that primary mission 
means that we serve as an 
arm of the Bishop’s teach-
ing ministry. In concert with 
this mission, we educate, 
enlighten, evangelize and 
contribute to a strengthened 
sense of Catholic community 
in the diocese. 

OUR DIOCESE. 
Finally, through columns 
and editorials, we attempt to 
define and clarify important 
issues facing Catholics and, 
indeed, all human beings. 
In so doing, we provide a 
counterbalance to a largely 
secularized and spiritually 
alienated media.      

We’ve got you covered

catholicfreepress.org

Weekly Newsletter:
•  Flocknote newsletter  sent

via email every Friday
(ask your rep about  
advertising opportinities)
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catholicfreepress.org
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to link to your website.

Web Banner ads 
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$200 per/month. Your ad is linked directly  
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in Webster Jan. 19, waving their hands and respect life signs at 
motorists, and receiving several supportive beeps of the horn. 

They had just 
attended Mass 
across the street 
at their parish, 
Sacred Heart 
of Jesus. Their 
prayer and pub-
lic witness were 
ways of being in 
solidarity with 
people who were 
participating in 
the March for Life 
in Washington, 
D.C., that day.

The previous 
night, other stu-
dents and adults 
attended Mass 
at St. Paul Cathe-
dral in Worcester, 

before boarding buses for the march. 
“It’s really cool to see everyone in the same place, all for the 

same cause,” Lillian Evans, a ninth-grader from Trivium School in 
Lancaster, said as she waited for Mass to begin at St. Paul’s. 

“And it’s such a great cause,” added her classmate, Theresa 
Rame.

“We’re here to protect the unborn – always,” explained another 
classmate, Elizabeth Guinee.

The march is an annual response to the Roe v. Wade U.S. 
Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion, which was over-

BY ANDRÉS HENRÍQUEZ 

(CNA) – “Love is the primary 
reason for the existence of the 
Church,” Pope Francis begins the 
letter accompanying the new edi-
tion of YouCat, the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church written for 
adolescents and young people. 

The full text was published Mon-
day by the Italian newspaper La 
Stampa and is titled “The Password 
for Joy,” which, according to the 
pope, is found precisely within the 
catechism. 

The pope explains that this 
“love” of which he speaks is pri-
marily the love that God the Father 
revealed to the world through 
Jesus.  

However, he also points out that 
there is another love that comes 
from each person: the love that 
believers, in turn, profess for Jesus 
Christ. 

“He is the center of our heart. 
How, in fact, can we not have feel-
ings of true affection toward him 
who has made us partakers of a 
love, that of the Father, a love about 
which it is impossible to imagine a 
greater one?” the pope wrote in his 
letter. “The believer is, therefore, 
always in love with Jesus.” 

The pontiff also noted that it 
is the duty of “adults in faith” to 
make Jesus Christ known to those 
who have not yet had the oppor-
tunity. This encounter, the Holy 
Father said, must be proposed 

through the catechism, which 
reveals the love that Catholics feel 
for the Lord. 

“This beautiful book that you 
now have in your hands has its 
origin precisely in such a love: the 
love for Jesus that we believers 
hold within us,” he said. 

Regarding the importance of the 
catechism for young people, Pope 
Francis recalled his predecessor, 
Pope Benedict XVI, who wrote in 
the preface to the first edition of 
YouCat: “This book is compelling 
because it speaks to us of our very 
destiny and therefore concerns 
each of us intimately. Because of 
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Life in the womb, described with won-
der by a developing baby and illustrated 
with Scripture and watercolor paint-
ings, is the subject of a book started 
years ago.

Prayers, experiences and ministry 
helped form this work titled, In My Moth-
er’s Womb, published by Our Sunday 
Visitor last November.

One of the authors is Christine   
Schroeder, a member of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Parish in Winchendon. 
When she and her husband, Stephen, 
belonged to St. Patrick Parish in Jaf-
frey, New Hampshire, where the book 
took shape, they had connections in the 
Worcester Diocese, as did other authors 
Mary Roma and Susan J. Bellavance. 

Another author is Father Bill Des-
champs, 81, pastor of St. Patrick’s and 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Green-
ville, New Hampshire. At his birth, he and his mother nearly died, he said. She had one other living child 
and lost five to miscarriage. After 20 years in the United States Air Force and getting involved in church 

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHRISTINE SCHROEDER 
Father Bill Deschamps gives Christine Schroeder, center, copies 
of In My Mother’s Womb for Visitation House. With them is Mary 
Roma. 

Pilgrims travel 
to D.C., others stand in 

solidarity at home

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRAD SJOSTEN
Marchers gather outside of the United States Supreme Court building in Washington D.C., during the 51st annual 
March for Life on Jan. 19

‘Our kindness will communicate as much 
as our presence. ... We’re praying that more people 

will come to see [the gift of human life].’

Father Adam Reid
Pastor, Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Webster

TAYNA CONNOR | CFP
In solidarity with people marching for life in Washington, 
D.C., on Jan. 19, students and adults hold a respect life public 
witness across from Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Webster. SEE BOOK, 6

SEE MARCH, 7

PHOTO COURTESY OF FERNANDA CALIX
From left, Tommy Lamar, Michael Haroutunian, 
Lexi Joseph and Mark Ruddat smile in the 
crowd during the March for Life, Jan. 19 in 
Washington D.C.

CABLE TV/STREAMING
TV Ministry
Call for pricing and specs for “billboard”  
ads on Sunday Mass, Daily Mass and 
Diocesan Specials.

ANNUAL DIOCESAN 
DIRECTORY
directory.catholicfreepress.org
Print and online – no additional charge
Bundle print and online ads for special rates.

Full Page
6” x 8.75” $ 970 

Half Page 
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Quarter Page 
2.9” x 4.3” $ 300

$150 charge for color.
Ask about cover advertising opportunities.

facebook.com/CatholicFreePressnews 
instagram.com/thecatholicfreepress 
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eEDITION
digital.catholicfreepress.org
Your newspaper ad is linked to your website 
in the eEdition for no extra charge. 



Total Population 
in Worcester County 

(Diocese)

Total Catholic Population

Males 
50% 

LOYALTY

From which sources do you get 
news about the Catholic Church?

The Catholic Free Press  20%
www.catholicfreepress.org   8%
Parish bulletin  16%

Internet    11%

Catholic magazines  11%

From which sources do you get 
news about the Catholic Church?

The Catholic Free Press  20%
www.catholicfreepress.org   8%
Parish bulletin  16%

Internet    11%

Catholic magazines  11%

INVOLVEMENT IN DIOCESE
Registered in Parish

82%

Financially support the annual Partners in 
Charity Appeal of the Worcester Diocese?

74.6 %

EDUCATION 
High school grad or higher 

89%
Bachelor’s degree or higher 

33.8%

The Catholic Free Press Readers 
27%

$25,000 - 59,999

25%
$59,999 - 150,000

10%
more than $150,000

POPULATION 

CATHOLIC FREE PRESS READERS 

Age
30-49    

22%

Age
50-64     

44%

Over 
65

29%

Under 30

5%

Females
50%

How long have you been reading 
The Catholic Free Press?

1-5 years   

14%

5-10 years   

17%
More than 
10 years   

63%

Less than a year

6%

 Elementary  Secondary
 Total

 Total
Elementary Secondary

5,172

8,961

Students Attending Catholic Schools

Attending Parish Religious Education 

Retired   

29%
ECONOMICS

Employed

70%
Homeowners

66.4%

Median Household Income 
countywide
$65,968

862,111266,700

3,142 2,030

6,486 2,475
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CONTACTS
For information, or copy and layout assistance in utilizing the advertising 
effectiveness of The Catholic Free Press contact:

 Robert C. Ballantine: Telephone 508-929-4351
 Jack Foley: Telephone 508-929-4301
 Fax: 508-756-8315 
 Email: advertising@catholicfreepress.org   
 We will design your ad at no additional cost

MECHANICAL MEASUREMENTS — (R.O.P.)

DEPTH MINIMUMS

Type page or form size 10.5” wide by 21” deep.   
Six advertising columns to page. Printed offset.

1 col. — 1.61” wide
2 col. — 3.38” wide
3 col. — 5.16” wide

4 col. — 6.94” wide
5 col. — 8.72” wide
6 col. — 10.5” wide

1 col. wide — 3/4” deep
2 col. wide — 1” deep

Local Rate: $18 per inch (non-commissionable)
Local Frequency Rate: $16.30 per inch
 13-week; 26-week and 52-week rates   
 available 
Volume Rates:                  Ask your ad rep how you can increase the        
 size of your ad at a reduced per-inch rate
National Rate:   
   Open: $21.30 per inch
   Agency Commission: $15% on National Rate
Political Advertising: Not Accepted
Pre-Printed Inserts: $57 per M  (non-commissionable)
Color: $150
Closing Time: Monday 5 p.m.

Advertisements exceeding 20” in depth are charged full column depth.

3 col. wide — 3” deep
4, 5, 6 col. wide — 5” deep
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